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To the worſhipfull maiſter 
Symon Roo, noc be Matter of the 
worſhipful Companie of Letherſellers in Lon- 
don, and to the Wardens and whole fellowſhip of 
| theſame,Richard Robinſon Citizen and 
| ©*Freemanof the ſame Companie, © -. 
wiſbeth the aboundance of 
0 Gods euerlaſtyng 


„ Fong my 
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noued to remeber my duetie ton var. 
7 2 the od expectatio PT, of youre 
worthineſſe, vyhiche 1 haue lonęr 
$1412 Vviſhed that God vpould ena- 
/ le me any maner of PPate, 0 teſtaſte 
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Ihe Epiſtie 
my good v vill tovvardes you. Albeeit 
v Hantyng hetherto that uryhiche| F 
might beſt behoue me to bring for your 

better contentation. ] haue thought ith} 
good as tyme nov ſerueth,to preſenth, 
you vv1th ſuche ſample trauell, as m 6 
barren induſtrie could yelde in lieu ofpe 
learned and large lucubrations , ano 
conlearned and little peece of labour do 
for the accompliſshyng of parte of m bo 
duetie,beyng a ſmall paphlet,yvhichq? 
7 haue entituled { Ertaine ſelect Hig, 
tories , for Chrifttan Recreation ,nop) 
onely ſeruyng for the v ſuall feaſte ofes 
Chriſimass betit at this tyme.celebrapy 
ted. hut alſo neceſſarie to be ſed folh; 
decent Recreation at all other tymeſc. 
conuenient. ©nery hiſtorie beyng contluy 


poſed into ſeuerall werſe ,vvith tHRe 
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Dedicatorie, * 
loſe or Moralization thereof. aptly. 
bpplied,and their apte tunes for their 
SG to be ſonge,vvith the argumen te 
bf euery HzFtorie prefixed, vyhiche 
bs 1 conſęſſe, ir but of [all value,to 
eſponde vvith your expeltations: yet 
herein as 1 am to craue pardon for my 
poldneſſe,in dedicating the ſame Un- 
0 vou, 1 haue good hope that you PV:/ 
t all together reielte my good vvill, 
Ea the ſampleneſſe of the vvoorke: 
ut deme the befte of me, As one that 
ould bee glad, in any greater mat- 
ſer to ſatiſſie your v rthie good 
pp illes at all meg. And thus beſe- 
yng youre wvvorſhippes , to beare 
e vith this my poore beginnyng, 7 
| rceaſe to trouble yore any farther. 
| 


Reftyng you in the tuitiũ and gouer- 
, BAHNCE ; 


The Epiſtle 


nauuce of the almightie © From my 


Chamber on the Southwrueſt ſide o 
the Cathedrall Churche of S. 
Paule London, This. 
 axi.daicof De- 
cember. 
M _— 


Tour vworſbips poore brother 
and farthfull oratour in Chriſt 


Ges Robinſon, 


945 ertainẽ je falefled H hrs es ſo 
I Recreation, 


9 The argument. 


Chriſte bene borne, the Angelles reueile the 


ſame with 1d tidinges vnta the poore ſhep- 
herdes. THER ſtarre ſeal in the Eafte. The $ ages 


repare with their preſentes,to doc homage vn 
to the Sauiour o the worlde. 


To the tune of La benetta. | 
7 Angels voice did firft reiovſe 


77 In ſbiritus concordia: 

9 bo Tol hepherdespooze,ſinginge- 
Des in excelſis gloria. (uermoꝛt 
cba Code man eche chriz 
Ofdue,muchemozethis al 
duccht dedicate, in bliſfull ſtate, | 
Thy birthe with glozie ale, 


fwiſemen thꝛee, bꝛought meſentes free 
Their trueloue alſo to declare: 
he firſt bꝛought golde, the ſecond was bab, 
| With Pirrhe hym to prepare. 
Fhe thirde Inlence, with full pꝛetence. 
Thei mekelp offred thus all thꝛee, 
Fhziſte God and man, to wodſhip than, 
In Bethleem bozue truely. 


N. The Moralization. [> of | 
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Certaine ſclett iftorien oc : 
F theſe giftes thus, we maie diſcuſſe, : 
O' As ſkilfull writers duely ſcan: 
Golde firſt of all Treaſure to call, 
Ok wiſedomein Chriſte token 
Mirrhe doeth include, a harte in * 0 
With true repentaunce Jo | 


Inſenceeketells,detotion welles, 
In my nde with ſtedfaſt ſtay, 700 


In token true, of honour due, 
Their Sauiour Chriſte chefe Kypg vnto, 
Theſe giftes gaue chei, hereby w Fitaic, 
Our Chriflian duetie Thewel 
This ſolempne feaſt, let eueryecaſt,!; 
Bidenin Chriſtesfaithe and Te? 
To Chriſtes bitthindvHe men — 
In loue ae 7 65 n 
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Let 3 of heale,in Vs prenailes 
By Serin een hym in name ok 
/ BE if 


for Chriftian Recreation. 
hat he maie haue, our ſoules to ſaue, 
This Mirrhe giue more and leſſe. 
et loue likewiſe, our due compriſe, 
Bothe towardes God, and allo man: 
o Chriſte Ieſus, we riehtly thus, 
Doe bang aur Inſence than, 


J 


Bis. 

With one lems voyce, thus to teioyce, 

In Chiſtes birthe then doe all wee, 
hat beare Chriſtes name, practiſe the ſame, 
Henceforthe perpetually. 
Ind let vs praie; in faithe alwaie, 
That Chriſte our Sauiourr, 
is Churche gun ene, Se realme 00 tene 
2 S Preſerue maic euermore. 
7 i n Finis. 180 78 


e guet. 


Mannes praier is a melodie to Cod niche ale 
though it baue ſome good ſucceſſe in the 
Worlde, yet there is now and then a whiſte- 
lyng charmerſtirred vp to bereue and ſpoyle 
s of tlis eninyed felicitiee. 


To the tune of La bande 1h 


7h 22 tauche thy iopfullſpirite,. | 
Eche Ch iſtian harte to iope this date, 
:{F Is by a Starre thou did vizite, 
A. li. Kynges 
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92 


Pe did diſcrie where then there was, 


The Emperour iopkull this to heart, 


TCertaine ſalect hiſtoriet 


Rynges inthe Eaſte them to diſplaie/, 
The birthe of Chꝛiſte at Bethleem, . / 
A Sauiour vutomoztallmen, 


eAnerna und pou Muſes nyne, 
Aſliſt me with your ſacred aide: : 

Some ſolempne long to frame with tyme, 
Fromtoyfull harte to be conuaide, 

With thank full voyce to celebꝛate, 
en birthe now to conmenozate, 


Tiberius Emp erour once did raigne, 
In Muſicke muche delighted he: 
Tho huntyng on a tyme certaine, 
Did heaͤre a noyſe of melodie. 
a Harper twas harde by did plate, 
Mhereat thts pꝛince amalde did ſkate. 


And tournes his hoꝛſe vnto that plare, 
Appꝛo chyng nere a riuer long: 


| 
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The Muſician plaiyng his Parpe vpon, F. 
The tenout of whoſe. ſong was this, 
Pans Maier to Goda melodie is. ; 


Demaunded the Muſiciantho, [ 
MAhy he ſo pleafancly plaied there, l 
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for Chriſtian Recration. 


Theſe thirtie peres and vpwards FJ, 
7] Hanevſedherethisharmonie, 


Suche grace and vertue in my noyſe, 
The Goddes by fate haue graunted me: 
«That fiſhes from this riuer reioyſe, 
To come to hande and taken bee, 
Do that relieue J did with all, 
5 DPyſelf,mp.wife,and childzen mall. 


But out alacke this Harper ſaies, 
Good ſlr it hath chaunſte contrary: 
[into my mynde within fewe dates, 
A charmer came whiche chearkullp, 
Dn the further bancke did whiſtle ſo, 
That he hath fecht che ſiſhe me fro. 


And therefoze gracious Lodeſaieth he, 
As you are potent Emperour, 
And ſole pꝛince okthis Imperie. 
I humblie craue pour good ſuccour, 
, 02 to expell and baniſhe hence, 
N The charmer and his euill pꝛetence. 


ru courteous aunſwere gane, 
Frende by no meanes but one J mate: 
Thy caſe redꝛeſſe, a hooke haue, 
Ok golde within this Caſket gaie, 
datde here ok me the ſame doe take, 
e = Ati, Any 
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Certain ſelect hiſtories 
And to this rodde with baite kalte make, | 


Then vle the lleight that longs — 
On warblyng Harpe to plaie abzelt, 
The fiſhes friſkpng to and fro, - 
Upon the baite them ſelues will reft. 
And when thou feelelt them feede on faite, 
Dzawe vp the fiſhe on lande them caſte, 


So ſhalt thou hereby fruſtrate quite; 
This ſubtill charmer ot his pꝛaie, 
Ik thou demaineſt thee thus a right, 
Confuſed he ſhall walke his waie, 
The Harper did this heft fulfill, 
And fecht vp liſhe euen at his will, 


A meaupng hereof Bozall wiſe, 
My mule in modeſtmaner ſhowe, | 
Who this 7iberus Emperour is, . 
The Niuer and Harper alſo. *1 | 

With Fiſhe and Charmer who thei be, © 
Diſcribed in auncient hiſtoz it. 


* 
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She ag 1 


Which loneth to heare the melod$1 

Of praier vnto hym prefarde, ; - . 
Anddoeth delite huntyng to bee. pe 
To laue the ſoule by Sathan ſought, + . B 


1 


as 


for Chrifian Rerration. 
| His ſpoyle to make and bryng to nought: 
This Riuer with the Fiſhe therein, 
Reſembled ate the Worlde vnto, 
nd people fraught with odious ſynne, 
The poore man plaiyng there alſo, 
he Preacher is with ſacred lore, 
That drawes vp fiſhe to heauenly ſhore. 


ut then a Charmer ſteppeth there, 
The Preachers harpe which doth diſt urbe 
triple trade doeth he appere, 

¶ To caſte the ſoules in ſlepe abſurde, 

nd whom to fleepe he can not win, 

As Ianglers vaine he hems them in. 


nd if he make no Ianglers vaine, 
Enuie in hym yet vigor hath, 
o lure theſe ſoules fox toabſtaine, ; 
And quite forlake the perfecte pat, 
at Shes thei become abiecte, 
Or neuer the wiſer in effecte. 


hereforeneedes muſt the golden hooke, 
Zee had of euery Preacher here, 
>dÞr Goddes deuine grace muſt thei locke, 
That thei maie fiſhe in faithe and feare, 
+ Þche comfortable noyſe to make, 
3othe Charmer and the fiſſie to take. 
1 Fl A. iiii. as 
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Certain ſelefthiftories 
Where ſith infaithewe Chriſte profeſſe, ' * 
God graunt we thereof frutes maic giue, 
With praier to hym and neuer ceaſe, 
Elizabeth our Queene long liue, 
Vs to ne grace deuine, 


And gaine celeſtiall ioyes in fine. 
Finis. 
54 The A. ronment. 


Amongęſt the children of this worlde, all are 
not of one ſeede and generation, and there- 
ſore puttyng apart the bondwoman and her 
children, from the freeman and her ifſue, 
thei are to be reputed accordyngly. 


To the tune of Sondaie Mornng. 


Pollo with thy ſacred loze, x 
A My ſclender ſkill and penne direct, 


The birthe ok Ch iſte ſtill to adoze: 
Vith ſolempne ſacred ſonge ſelect, 
Dame Pallas with thy Mimphes be pzeſte, 
To kurther this my thirde requeſte. 0 


A noble kyng ſometymes did ratgne, 
Ilith witte and wealthe, endued was he: 
A Aueene he had, with whom certaine, 
De liude a tyme, though vicious ſhee. 
Thꝛee ſonnes by ſtraunge ſeede pꝛocreate, V 
Digreſſyng had, baſe bozne by 8 nd 


lou 
T 
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for Chriſtian Recvation; 
nher the fourth ſonne he begate, 
Poze greater conveys mpnide; 


t chaunced that when Amigos, : 
 Offatalllifebereft this Kyng 
Lhe Queene with her ſonnes did diſpoſe, 
| Thefuneralles accompliſhyng. 
pearth with pompe the coꝛps colape, 
With ſtately tombe euſhzinde fo2 ape, 


Uhiche doen beholde within ſhozt ſpace, 
Theſe ſonnes emong them did contende: 
ho chould ſuccede in fathers place, 

In ſine pet did thei condilcende. 


Into an auncient knight to goe,. -: 
$ Whiche Secretarie was IN 

o the dead Kyng, and hym thei dar, 
Commit their cale to arbitrat, 


he knight when he with pacience heard, 
Them and their caſe conſidered well: 

o them he thus his mynde declared, 
Py Loꝛdes doe yeelde to my councell. 
Jour purpoſe then ſhall well pꝛoceed, 
This ſaied thei hereunto agreed, 


y ſentence ſo aſſigne vou halt, | 
The buried cozps againe vp take: 


nd that you gree emongſt vou all. 
A. b. Your 


Certain ſMeft hiſtories 


Pour bowes andſhaftes P2CPATDDO, make 

To ſhoste thereat intantinent :- 

And who ſo pearceth deepeſt in, 

The lame J deeme by mpne aſſent, . 
Bothe regal croune and reaſne alli 


Ail fowje ſonnesher#ovid agree, 
The buried cops and take from ground, 
Thet binde it kaſte vnto a tree: 
Eche one to giue his deepeſt wdunde. | 
The firſt the kyngs right handevidhitte, 1 
Mherekoze it was awarded litte. 


That he as onely hetre and Lowe, 
Ok Fathers lande pꝛoclaimed ſhould bee 
The ſecondes ſhafte with fleſhe bego we, 
Thꝛough fathers mouthe did perre truly 
TUherefoze to haue the ſoueraigne lwaie, 
And cheef rule of his Fathers lande, 
Moꝛe certainly he ought thei ate, 
Or twaine the ürmer lot to Re, | 


The thirde his barte did penitrate, 
By reaſon whereof thought it was, 16 
That he without ſtrife oꝛ debate: | 
Shouldehceflpxule in Fathers place, h 
But when the fourth ſonne ſhould p2epare, 
Toſhootehe Hukee with wofull tate. d 


Criyng alarke;chis lucklelle daie, 


| * 
«Hot 2888 
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* for Chriſtian Recration, 


e doe lament, heare thus to ſee, . - 
hy co2ps oh Father canheſate, 
1 Ofthy ſonnes wounded now to bee. 
The Goddes defende that line oz deade, 
Pp Fathers cozps, J periſhe ſhould; 
his ſaied. hym in his Fathers ſtcade, 
9 To raigne as Ryng the nobles would. 


he other thꝛee ſonnes were dilimiſt, 
From all and euery rule oz ſwate,,. 
y muſe no longer now deſiſf, - © 
The Pozallhereoftodilplate, . . . f 
is Kyng wiſe noble and wealthie, Moraliz 
o Teſus Chriſte compared maie bee? % 
hiche did mankinde his ſpouſe ordaine, 
But ſhe in tyme did violate: T7 
he ſacred bedde with whoredomes ſtaine, 
After ſtraunge Goddes a miſcreate. 
pnceiued and brought forthe ſonnes three, 
agants, Iues and Papiſte ſecte: 
hereof the firſt did wounde truely, ...-- 
Che Kinges right hande with ſ haft infecte. 


he thei(ChriſtesdoArine whiche doth fit, 
At right hands of his Father deare:) * 
d quite forſake his ſeruaunts ſmite, 

Vich ſondrie woundes ypon yearthheare. 
6 dS IRS Yes. As 
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Certain ſeleff hiffories 


As perſecutyng Pa fle fell, 
Enemies to Chriſte and bis Goſpell. 


The ſeconde ſonne eke putatiue, 
The Kyng of Kynges more deepely perſt, 
When as the Iewes to hym did giue, 
Vineger and Gall to queriche his thirſt. 


The thirde moſte wicked ſonne of three, 
With poyloned ſhafte did nothyng ſpare: 
To wound Chriſtes harte the King moſt hie, 


14; The Papiſts doe this ſonne declare. | 


While thei doe ſtrive with might and maine, 
Chriſtes faithfull flocke on earth to quell: 
Which ſhould one corps and ſoule containc 
Infrutes, in frutes ofthe Goſpel]. | 
How haue thei whettheir arrowes ſharpe, 
Jo pearce Chriſtes & his members harte. 


The fourthe ſonne now define I thus, 
That vrailde and would not ſ hoods: at all: 

Becauſe he ſawe ſo miſcheuous, | 
Prerence of ſonnes vnnaturall. 


Eche Chriſtian true the fourth ſonne is, 
Whiche-fcareth God and would none ut: 


If he docill;tofacrifiſe, ? 
In righteouſheſle he hath good will, 


Suche a one iy ſongedoeth Genific, 


ak 


| for Chriflian Recration. 
In ſacred throne celeſtiall: 


Shall raigne with Chriſte in Maieſtie, 
At the laſte daie Iudiciall. 

For whiche in faithe and feare letts praĩe, 

That Chriſte from ill preſerue ys maie. 


And as ve ſubiectes all are bounde, 2 
For our noble — Elizabeth: 
Our praiers to God with ioyfull ſounde, | 
Let vs directe, in health and wealth. 


That it would pleaſe the Kyng of Kynges, 
Chriſte our ä can 
Her to preſerue in all good thyn 25, 


And proſper vs her ſubiectes aye: 


Fins... 


5 


The Argument. 


Frhe life preſent procureth either fauour , and 

grace at the handes of God,if we retoume ity 
iy me, either els neglectyng tyme, purchaſeth 
Vs his heauie indingnation, bothe now and 
in the worlde to come. 


To th : tune or Beckinghams Galliarde, 


A, 7 Clacred Nimphes ofIþellicon, _ 
By Joues almight decree: 
Qouchcſafe once mote to looke vpon, 
J. This fourth lolempnitie, 


Caliope 
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Caliope with thy chiiffall voycemy Muſicke 


Certain ſeleft hiftories 


Fromtopfullharte with (adinttate;| 
Thikfull mouth,Chiltes birth to celebꝛateſ 


In tyme to watche, int tyme to wake, 
While candle laſts to come, 

Upon this theame, J here doe make. 5 
This admonition, Ti 

Tyme let vs ſpende, well till the ende, , 
Df howꝛe glaſie bee aurrunne.— 


Linehere mün wee in füllppetence, | 

To giue no libertie: 8 

To ſynne by will oz negligence, 

Dur light to dampnifte. 

As Alexander ſometyme kyng of 
Nlacedonia laude: 

— in Courte 4 Candle ſhould. 
eelight and bürnng lande. 2 I 

And] ſent his Yeralds foeehe place, 1 

nd coaſte wherehe bare Mane 1 

itb trumpetts blaſt, his willte h, 


To ſubiects all. That thei 41 8 
eg, 


TAhich had tãnlgreſt, ſhould camel 
To Courte withouevelaie, -: 


„ VE „ 


Ik any ſubiecte had fronlgret,. 5501 £ 
8 Alexander hyngs! | x) 


for Obriftian'Rerwablon, 
e Let hym apyenre his calt redzeſt 
; - Should bee in eche ſuche thyng,, , | 


Sent betone eee 3 | 

$,pandle ligho did caſtes 1 
E 
if  V: slabour was ut waſke, h i 


And whoſocucr had beet offence, N 
\| And came not in Wee eng | 
To hym plaine deach fo eee, 
The kyngs will pid alligne, 2 
Of better and woiitle;Yome| hay Fic 
Toth courte e giſeiedf crime. + . 


The ltoziet telles anomber det 55 
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a waeren deen, 5 N 2 
A nomber gresterh eee . 
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[ On thoſe the kyng the enaltie, ae 
Mithout redem ien pfed. XI 7 no 
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The CMorabixiations: 


Hriſteis this ME enter Key 
« That ſwaieb ti ſacred . a 
We ſubiectes his here all lung, _ 
If wee doe feare this Lorde, 1 00 1179 


Ashe is fauourable, and with 
* Mercie full 
— doeth he appeare, 
To ſynners ſmall anidg =... - | 
timityns.a me ot ely, . 
7 Of lf Kb 25 yo 
9 lends vs ſacred lore, ;whereby © 
He maie gr hartes lighten, 5 
leligheof — 209 1 
Let vz take ddenpymethen: lar 38 


And let vs come chen Chriſte, MY n 
While Candle HN dbcch taff, 2 ang 


Then pardon we rcd hell, 5 * ; | 
Before the Je beepaſt, $7162, 


ehen = — bh 
And Chriſtes pardon aye: ang 
nd feare no worldly foes 4 N 

That would ſeeke our decaie. 


Wi th humble faithful Eneliſhe kürte. s T 
2 To Chriſte prate we ethe one, Ou 
| ur 
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Pur roiall Queene for to imparte: 
1 His bleſſed light vpon: 

nd vs to ſtande with lamps in hande, 
By hym in ioyfull throne, 


Fins, 
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57 The Argument. 


Mannes life is likened to a continuall warfare, 
and confficte with Sathan. The Seipente and 

the Tode fightyng together, the Serpente be- 
?| yng reſerued by help of man, ſheweth exa- 
ple of gratitude . The Tode that ſought ths 
Serpentes deſtruction, hath in fine his due 
guardon. 


To the tune of Flearyng funcie, ſyngyng the 
iii. and v. line of euery verle alike, _ 


* 


O encreaſe in Chziſte our comfo2e ſtill, 
Reuailed vs by ſondzie meanes, | 
Though ſcripture fraught with ſacredſtll, 
Doe farre ſurmount all humane dꝛeames 
Imongſt a ſoꝛte of pithie theames, | 
This pꝛophane ſtozie merits pꝛaile, 
Thꝛiſtes cabate conqueſt which bewzales. 


eſar Auguſtus liuyng than, 
A noble knight his ſubiect was: 
baliaunt woꝛzthie gentleman, 
Uho ridyng once as he did paſle, 


„. 
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A Foꝛeſt through, by happe alaſſe, 
A Tode with Serpent fightyng ſawe, 
Eche others bloud deadly to dꝛawe. 


With tried force a tyme kought cher, 
The Tode hauyng the maſterie, 
This gentle knight did ſtraight aſſate, 
In Serpents quarell happe to trie. 
Mounded the ſame Tode greuaullte, 
But not without a moꝛtall wounde, 
Pym ſelf eſcaped and fled the grounde, 


The Serpent allo thence did flee, 
And when in place this woꝛthie knight, 
Alone thought beſte his wounde to ſee, 
From ſtately ſteede alacke did light. 
Mis inwurde partes with poyſon dight, 


Aud homewards rides to haue releef, 


here long tyme languiſhyng in paine, 
So that his will and Teſtament: 
Fo? to bee made, he did oꝛdaine, 
Pꝛepared to dye incontinent, 
Yet when as by the fire feruent, 
Fo? comtoꝛt further laied he was, 
Aud that diſpaire in hym had place. 


De founde where did encreaſe his greek, 


Euen 


- 
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Euen then beholde the Serpent late, 
In whole defence this greefhe cought, 
Vas entered in at this knights gate, 
And ſeen by ſeruants, ſtraight thei ſought 
To ſhewe their maiſter thinkyng nought, 
Ok ſuche ahappe then did he will, 
The Serpent ſhould be bzought hym till, 


The knight when he the Serpent ſawe, 
The ſame it was did well agniſe, 

In whoſe defence through ouerthꝛawe, 
ym ſelfto feight did enterpꝛiſe, 

Againſt the Tode though teoperdies, 

Okdeath thereby his life puriewed, 


Het as he was with witte endewed, 


Commannded all his leruaunts there, 
That thei ſhould not the Serpent noye, 
Saipng, daunger none Jkeare, 
He will me doe but rather ioye. 
The Serpent then did hym emplope, 
In open pꝛeſence them emong, 
To ſucke the poylon with his tong. 


Whereof takyng ſacietie, 
Out of the houſe foꝛthwith he ran, 


Amd purged his ſtomacke pꝛeſently, 


Ok poylon in hym taken than, 
- B. ii - And 
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And to the wounde a freſhe he came, 
Sixe tymes by courſe till he did boide, 
The poiſon ſuckt, the knight emploide. 


Mym ſelf Milke to adminiſtrate, 
Unto the Serpent, then beholde, 

The Tode entered the knights gate, 
Ahiche late with potſon deade and colde, 

Did wounde this courteous knight ſo bolde 
In purpole came aduenged to bee, | 

Okknight and Serpent preſently. | 


1 The knight whenas hehereof hearde, 

ll; Unto his ſeruaunts all did ſate, 

Sirs nought diſmaie be not afearde, 
This is the Tode without all naie, 

hom J did wounde this other daie, 

| In defence ofthis Serpent heare, 

ll Foz whole ſake eke mp wounde J beate. 


1 


So that J will ifthis Serpent, I | 


5 By any meanes my healthe reſtoze, 

ll He ſhall eſcape iucontinent, 44 
= And if you lone mp life therefoze, 

| This Tode deſtroye withouten moze, N 
* The ſeruaunts hearyng what he ſaied, 


With [woxdes 7 tunes on Cope thenlated. a 
| By 


for Chriſtian Recration. 
py meanes whereofthe Tode thei kilde, 
The Serpent hereat toyfull was, 
And thankfully his due fulfilde, 
As gratefull,and touchyng the caſe, 
Tourned aboute his feete apace, 
Where thus departyng this Serpent, 
The knight was healed incontinent, 


E 57 The Morali xation. 


He morall hereof to define, 
Firſt the Emperour here comparde, 
Toour heauenlie Father we aſſigne, 
The ſame of duetie beſt referde, 
The Knight olſo whereof you heard, 
Our Sauiour Ieſus Chriſte doeth meane, 
The Tode declares Sathan certaine, 
The Serpent man js termed well, r 
Firſt tor the poyſon of his ſynne, 
Next for the medicen to expell, 
Poyſon receiued hym ſelf within, 
As for Chriſtes Image eke in hym, 
For man againſt the Deuill ought feight, 


To vanquiſhe hym by deuine ſleight. 


Becauſe there is none other wight, 


But thou oh Chriſte our Sauiour, 
4 * {pi | B.iij. 
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Whiche in defence of man doeth fight, 
A gainſt Sathan the Tode therefore, 
When monkinde was through ſynne forlore, 
Chriſte fought for vs againſt Sathan, 
And in our right hym ouercame. 


Albeit not in one place onely, _ 

He wounded was but ſondrie greef, 
As well in hym ſelf feele did he. 

As in his members greate miſchieeſ, 
He (uttered doen for their relieefe, 

Man if thou be thankfull therefore, 
Haue Serpents hel pe for him in ſtore. 


That is to ſaie, thou oughteſt vizite, | 
Chriſte in his members greeued here, | 

In pouertie or other plight, | 
Miſcrable if it appere, 

Then to teleeue as needes require: 
And what thou fo doeſt vnto them, 

Take it for well rendred againe. | 


But it the Toderetourne doe make, | 
Alter firſle fight harme to renewe, 
In Chriſte to thee then courage take, | 
Aud ſeeke the meaneshym to ſubdewe, 
Then certain'y eche firme vettue, 
In Baptiſme fu ſte recciued by thee, 


Obſerued 
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| Obſerued ſhall bryng full remedie. 


So ſhalt thou Sathan yanquiſhe quite, 4 
And purchace peace perpetuall, 4 
Of bodie and ſoule with Angells bright, f 

| Inperrenioyes celeſtial], 
Whiche to enioye God graunt vs all, 0 
That after our combate yearthly here, 5 
Conquerours with Cluiſte ve maie appere. 0 

Finzs. 


The argument. 


Mannes life is a waifaryng or trauillyng . To 2 
finde forthe three felicities, but inſteade of jp 
gropyng for the ſweete, here wetalte of the | 
ſower , neither attaine wee our delired porte 5 
of reſt in this liſe, but in the worlde to come. N 


¶ To the tune of the Sturdie roche, ſpngyng j 
the iiii. and v. line ofeuery verle alike, 1 


Eſigne now Muſes all your monc, A 
To me amaledſillie wight. 


Uoide okreleef, reſt and delight, (gone, 0 
Doe comkoꝛt myne enfebled ſpirite, 0 
Foꝛced in verſe to veriſte, \ 
No iope on pearth of certaintie. 


B. ilii. J | | 
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I reade Ganterus ſo by name, 


Did wiſhe a place ok endleſſe ioye, 
hen on a daie to paſſe it came, 
Earely to walke he did emploie, 
And ſo farre went without anote, 

Till he entred a lande into, 


hole kyng deceaſt but lately tho. 


It chauuced there after ſhoꝛte tyme, 
The Mobles had intelligence, 

Okhis manhoode, and doe encline, 
Their councells all with diligence, 


Hym as their ꝛince of excellence. 


To chule ia ropall ſeate to raigne, 
Whereat Ganterus ioped certaine. 


The night come on his leruaunts weight, 
Qith due attendaunte in degree, 


And brought hym to a chamber ſtreight, 


There ſtoode a bedde bedect richely. 


At the heade whercofhe then did ſee, 


AL von laied, and at the faote, 


A Dzagon d2eadfully whiche lookt. 


A pon the right ſide of that bed, 
An vglie Beare was couched lowe, 
And on the lefte ſde,voune were laid, | 
- Derpents and Todes iu lothlome owe, 
Hereat 


for Chriſtian Recration. 
Dercat Ganterus malde would knowe, 


Of thoſe his ſeruaunts then pꝛeſent, 
hat by thele ſtrange beaſts here was mẽt. 


Saiyng. is this bed ozdained me, 

Pea ſoueraigne Lode thei aunſwerde ſo, 
Fo? tofoꝛe this our kynges truely, 

Mere lodged and died long agoe, 
Deuoured by theſe beaſts here toe, 

Pereat G anterus grudgyng ſaied, 
This J miſlike all ill apaied. 


Pour kyng will J not be therefoze, 
And ſo departed from that place, 
Ariuyng to an other ſhoze, 
| Where eke to rule he choſen was, 
The night apzochte,then in like cale, 
De was conducte ta take his reft, 


here was a bed with ſharpe ſwozdsd2eft, 


T hereat he caſtyng vp his eyes. 
Demaunded if he ſhould lye there, 
Pea Loꝛde, eche ſeruannt certefies, 
Dur kyngs in this bed lodged were, 
Berett and are ok like ſo deare, 
Saieth he all ſaue this likes me well, 


Nen kyng to be J uſt nought mett, 


Vet 
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Pet tariyng inthole coaftes that night, 


No ſoner was Aurora ſeene, 
But he pꝛeparde in penſiue plight, 
To leaue that lande and Lozdſhip cleene, 
And languiſhyng thꝛee dates in teene, 
At length it was his lucke to ſpie, 
An olde man in the waie to lye. | 


This old? man had in his right hande, 

A ſtaffe, and ſeyng Ganterus come, 
Required ok hym to vnderſtande, 

TUhence, and whither he would in ſomme 
And who he was to giue reaſon, 

J come from countrees farre ſaieth he, 
My name Garterw hight truely. 


And whether ſaieth the olde man tho, 
Doeſt thou intende to take thy waie, 
Ganterus ſaied, A muſt now go, 


_ © Theeethpnges to finde, whiche J ne maie, 


What thꝛee bee thoſe tholde man can ſaie, 
Gaxtcrus aun{weredhts requeſt, 


Thus as to hym it ſcemed beſt, 


The firſfabundaunce without want, 
The ſeconde ioye without diſtreſſe, 
The thirde is light not anopant, | 
Vith irckſome and lothſome wr 
he 
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| The olde man heard him thus expꝛeſſe, 
And ſaied my frende, this ſtaffe doe take, 


By this waie ſtraight thy tourney make. 


Then ſhalt thou lee bekoꝛe chy face, 
A hill bothe tedious, huge and highe, 
Toth toppe whereok is a foote pace, 
Mhiche doeth contain vii. ſteppes onely, 
Upon the ſame thy trauell crye, - 
And when toth toppe thou doeſt attaine, 
Thou ſhalt beholde, and lee there plaine, 


A Þallace pꝛincely edified, 
There reſt, and ere thou further trie, 
With ſtaffe at gate thꝛee tymes aplied, 
Doe knocke. The Pozter by and by, 
Mill aunſwere ther and then pardie, 
Shewe hym this ſtaffe, and ſaie to hum. 
That J doe crave thyne enteraunce in, 


And it he then graunt thee ingreſſe, 
There ſhalt thou finde thy hartes deſire, 
Then Canterus did ſo doubtleſſe, 
As he was willed of this olde ſier, 
And to the Poꝛter commyng nier, 
Mis ſtaffe once ſeen, receiued he was, 
Where he found all thyngs bꝛought to pas, 


CThe 
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| Xplanenow muſt the meanyng here, 
E Who this Ganterus called maie bee, 
Eche Chriſtian good maie well appere, 
Like to Ganterus,whiche ſimplie, 
Defpiſeth worldly vanitie, 
| Ad is from tyme to tyme enclinde, 
I Theſe three thyngs to ſeeke for and finde; 


i | The firſte aboundance as is ſaied, 

| Withouten want or penurie, 

The ſeconde, ioye nothyng delaied, 

Ihe thirde light from all darkneſſe free, 

And theſe obtained can not bee, 
But in the life of laſtyng ioye, 

Our toyle thereto we muſt imploye. 


O man therefore like iourney make, 

With Ganrerus for three daies ſpace, | 
" By Praier firſt doe vndertake, 
x ; By Faſtyng nexte, this pilgremes race. 
[| Thirdlie, by Almoſe in any caſe, 
| | \ [Theſe three daies trauell till thou come, 
Vnto the firſt ſuppoſed Kyagdome, 
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Some mundaine ioyes there shalt thou finde 
And people thee to intertaine, 
2 2 There 
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There worldly pleaſures are enclinde; 
To chuſe thee, as a to raigne, 
Puffyng thy harte with pride annoyde, 
But looke about thy chamber well, 


There ſtands a bedde, its death to tell. 


This bed mans life is likened to, 
Where in a short tyme he doeth lye, 
Neare to whiche lurcks a Lyon lo, 
Sathan, gainſt vs his force to trye, 
A Dragon eke wee shall eſpye. 

And] by hym coucht an vgly Beare, 
Whiche waite (as death) on vs echewhere, 
Todes and Serpents there alſo are, wo 

Thone showes,mannes giltie conſcience, 
The other doeth his ſynnes declare, | 

To accuſe and condempne negligence, 
Oftheſe hauyng intelligence, 7 

Wee maie doe well quicke ſpede to male, 


This worlde our Kyngdome to forſake- 


* 


Then come mee to the ſeconde lande. 
Where carnall pleaſures beare the ſwaie, 
(To whom conſentyng)out of hande, 

Sonnes of perdition vs make thei, 
Then to our chamber takyng our waie,. 
Letts looꝶe toth bed, rhere shall we ſee, 
nn Z nn „ The 
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The ſame euen hell it ſelf to bee. 


The sharpe ſwordes there doe repreſent, 
(For careleſſe gluttons carle)preparde, 
Who taſtes in hell endleſſe torment, 
To late repentyng afterwarde, 
The handlyng of poore Chriſte ſo harde, 
If wee well wate this lodgyng place, 
Haſte vs from carnall Kyngdome apace. 


Then if wee vil further to trie, 


Theſe three thynges wee deſire to ſinde, 


Letts walke on till tholde man wee eſpie, 


Euen Ieſus Chriſte guide of mankinde, 


With ſtaffe of faithe for vs aſſignde, 
Jo giue vs that repentannce pure, 
Whiche had) shall our deſires procure. 


The foote pace then wee maie aſcende, 
Whiche leadeth vs 10 life ſincere, 


Seueu ſtepps it hath, if we AN 


| — 


To finde thoſe three we ſought weleare, 


Goe wo vp theſe ſtepps(whiche appere 
The wootkes of mercie ſeuen to hs 


> 
Our deſires then obtaine shall wee. 


Theſe shall conducte vs to that place, 


6 
* 


Whiche wee looke for. But comming than 
14 | | | Toth 
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Toth gate where is all this ſollace, | 
We muſt knocke thriſe with ſtaffe in hand 
That is, thus muche to vnderſtande, 
Contrition, Confeſſion and fatiſhſance, 
Muſt then helpe vs in thenteraunce. 


The Porter then to vs will ſtepp, 
Gods deuine goodneſſe doeth he meane; 
Who after this our trauell greate, _ 
Thus furniſht will not vs diſdaine, 
But gladlie vs will entertain, 
In wealth withouten want, in ioye, 
And light, that laſt voide of all noye. 


For whiche the Lorde in mercie guide, 
Our goyngs and doyngs to directe, 
That from his feare we neuer ſlide, 
But that to our ſteps we ſo reſpecte, 
That his gracious gates we maie amplecte, 
And with Chriſte entertained bee, 
To reſt in endleſſe felicitie. 


Fints. 
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CThe conſtaunte courſe in ſpirituall combate 
and. turneiment of eche faithfull Chriſtian, 
againſt Antechriſt our malignant aduerfarie 
obtaineth in fine condigne rewarde of tran- 
quile felicie in this worlde,and in the worlde 
to come, peypetuall felicities inſpeakeable. 


To the tune of /ocundarie, 


6 Arche now my mule wmartiallmight, 
In ſpirituall combate conqueryng: 
Condigne rewarde doeth euer light, 

| On verteous wo2thie trauellyng. . 


| | Declare of eAdonias kyng, 
1 That pꝛetie Piſtozie, 2 
In wealth who ſometyme floziſhyng: 
Delighted muthe to ſee, N 
ts knights at tourney pꝛactiſyng, 
The feates ot cheualrie. 2 


It happened that vpon adaie. 

By Pꝛoclamation made there: 
His knights in armour ſhould araie. 
ELTthhem eelues eche with ſhield and ſpere. | 


Then by decree he did oꝛdaine, 

6 What knight ſo euer could, 

| Pym felt with pꝛowes beſt demaine, 
Haue wozthie hier he ſhould: 
1 This 


for Chriſtian Rerſbation. 
his knowne of knights a noble traine, 
One tournep fox to holde. 


Q The date of their appearaunce come, 
And their aſſembly made ſo: 

The kyng did will of thoſe knights ſome, 
In one parte ſhould aſide go. 


The other halfe of them theare, 

He made them ſelues deuide, 

The firſt parte choſen ſtreight to beare, 8 
Their armour did pꝛouide: b 

To lait in place ofpurpoſe wheare, 87 
The tourney ſhould bee tride. 
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Then gaue the kyng commaundement, 


ho on the parte contrary; 
With ſpeare to doc his beſt was bent, 
To touche, awate take, and carry. 


e he armour ſo that doune was laied, 
The owner thereofpzelencly, 
Put ot the troupe ſhould be conuaied: 
To tourney with his enemie, 

And fo2 the purpoſe was a maied, 
Dpained to arme hym redily. | 40 
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hat daen encounter ſhould her knight, 


1 Gainſt hym that toucht the armonr te, 
| . . 


1 2. 
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zUhom if he roilde oꝛ put to ligbe. 
That daie he ſhould bee decozate. 


1 With royall croune and placed bee, 
| At table with che kyng, 


* "LC 


. |- A certaine knight with valiancie: 

lf Conditions theſe hearyng, 

* With diligence about lookte hee, 
Euery ſhielde beholdyng. 
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W | Emongſt them allhe marked one, 

| : Klith apples thzee gilt garniſpt: 
| - Jt greatedeſire that ſhielde alone, 
| Dis greedie mynde had rauiſht. 


And that ſame ſhield he toucht with ſperc, 
1 Straight waie the other knight, 
Tho ought it of the maide there: 
Did make hym ſelk bee dight, 
And entereth liſtes withouten feare, 
Againſtthe ocher wight. 


AQA.gn tournep whiche loe he that ought, 

14 The armour toucht by pꝛowelle, 

Behaded hym that fo had ſought, ; 
To carp awate his harneſſe. | 


And as the kyng commaunded it, 1 0 8 
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